

On 19 April 2005 from 21.30 till around 22.30 local time Bulgaria jointed the international program “Physics Enlightens the World” within the framework of WYP-2005.


Impressive light illuminations took place in more than ten towns all over the country.
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Participants in Bulgaria


The main light show was in Sofia. It was organized by Institute of Electronics and Institute of Solid State Physics of Bulgarian Academy of Sciences.


The heart and the driving force of all the events was Prof. Dr. Sci. D. Stoyanov from IE BAS. He also supervised the colleagues from the other cities.


A special Web-site was dedicated to the light relay. Its address is: http://ie-bas.dir.bg/ ( Relay of Light  (or directly:http://ie-bas.dir.bg/WorldYearPhys/WYP.htm    ).


In Sofia the light feast started at 21.30 local time. Four laser beams lighted up the nightly sky over the Bulgarian capital, directed horizontally, vertically or scanning. The most power of them was 40 W CuBr laser radiating in the green region of the spectrum. This laser was developed by Acad. N. Sabotinov, Vice President of BAS.


In the Black Sea city of Varna the light show started at 22.00 local time. A great number of schoolgirls and schoolboys from the Varna’s secondary schools, armed with strong torches and laser pointers, were involved in the light relay. All the ships in the Varna’s harbor fired their lamps and searchlights and the witnesses of this said this was unforgettable moment.


In the city of Plovdiv the show was organized in the very center of the town. A big number of university students participated in it.


In the city of Silistra the students from all the secondary schools participated in the event. They assembled in the main square of the town, were special musical play “Light – from ancient times to our days” was presented. Another team crossed the Danube river by a motor launch in order to deliver the fire to the Romanian neighbors from the city of Kalarash. 


In the city of Shumen the secondary school and university students gathered together on a plateau near the town. They used a special rotating floodlight and launched firework rockets.  Astronomical observations were organized just after the show.


In the city of Tarnovo children from nine secondary schools participated in the light show. A musical performance “Forgive me, Newton” was shown.

The light relay in Bulgaria was transmitted by nine TV station. Prominent Bulgarian physicists gave interviews for radio stations and newspapers during the whole day.


A lot of people were involved in the organization of all these events. It is impossible to enumerate all, but I can’t help mentioning Prof. N. Vuchkov and Dr. D. Slavov (Sofia), Prof. N. Balabanov and Dr. G. Mekishev (Plovdiv), V. Radeva (Varna), M. Botev (Silistra), A. Cankova (V. Tarnovo), Dr. I. Iliev (Shumen), Dr. A. Stoev (Stara Zagora), N. Ralcheva (Panagiurishte) and Dr. L. Lazov (Gabrovo). 

                                                                                         D. Dinev

                                                                   WYP-2005 coordinator for Bulgaria

